
Location
St. Michael’s Anglican Church 

709 7th Street 

Canmore, AB  T1W 2C3

Registration fee
$199.00 (payable to ABT Synod). Meals are 

included; accommodations separate.

Accommodation
Best Western Pocaterra Inn in Canmore 

is offering a $159.99/night conference 

rate for a standard room, single or double 

occupancy. To book, please call the hotel 

at 1.888.678.6786 or 1.403.678.4334 and 

mention “Retreat of Our Own.” Rooms 

should be booked by August 26th to 

guarantee the 

rate. 

•  the 11th Annual  •

“HOUSES OF LIVING STONE:

CREATING SPACE FOR MISSION 

& IDENTITY IN A SECULAR 

SOCIETY”

with

Dr. Harry O. Maier

a theological reflection retreat

for Lutheran and Anglican lay 

learners in Canmore, AB

September 26 – 28, 2014

To register or to learn more, contact

Jon Stolee  

(780.672.5234)  

or  

Rev. Kristian Wold  

(403.282.6033, kristian.j.wold@gmail.com)

Visit

http://retreatofourown.wordpress.com



ABOUT THE SPEAKERSchedule
Friday September 26

7:00 pm Registration Begins

8:00 pm  Opening reception

9:00 pm  Opening worship 

(Holden Evening Prayer)

Saturday September 27

8:00 am  Breakfast

8:45 am  Morning Prayer

9:00 am  Session 1

10:15 am  Coffee

10:30 am  Session 2

12:00 pm  Lunch

1:00 pm  Free time

6:00 pm  Supper

7:30 pm  Session 3

9:00 pm  Evening Worship

Sunday September 28

8:00 am  Breakfast

8:45 am  Morning Prayer

9:00 am  Session 4

10:45 am  Closing Worship

Dr. Harry O. Maier
Professor of New Testament & 

Early Christian Studies

Vancouver School of Theology

Dr. Maier received a BA from Pacific 

Lutheran University, an MDiv degree 

from Lutheran Theological Seminary 

Saskatoon, and a DPhil degree from 

Oxford University.

He has served two parishes of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Canada (in Victoria and Delta BC). 

From 1991–93, he was a post-doctoral 

research fellow at VST and UBC. 

He has been a full-time member of 

VST’s faculty since 1994.

 Session 1: Why Space Matters

What does it mean to be a Christian in a modern 

secular society? How are we used to thinking 

about our identity? This lecture will introduce 

some important concepts in the study of space 

and place in contemporary society and ask us to 

consider what space we inhabit as Christians and 

as the church. How do we imagine ourselves as 

the people of God in the midst of a secular world?

Session 2: Spaces for Mission

The New Testament is filled with images of what 

space the church occupies. We will explore some 

of the New Testament’s leading conceptualizations 

of space and identity: temple, city, bride, fruit. 

We will explore how such language invites us 

to imagine ourselves and how it can shape our 

identity of mission and identity in the secular world.

Session 3: “You are the Body of Christ”

The Body of Christ is Paul’s central image of the 

church. This session explores this image within the 

larger social and urban context of Paul’s world. 

We will discover how Paul takes a commonplace 

idea and turns it upside-down. What can Paul’s 

reformulation of a political concept teach us about 

the people of God in a pluralistic secular society?

Session 4: Houses of Living Stone Built  

on the Rejected Stone

The New Testament calls Jesus the stone that the 

builders rejected. What does it mean to occupy 

a place built on a rejected stone? What does this 

mean for us as the people of God in our secular 

society? What particular space has God created for 

us in baptism? What place does the house built on 

the rejected stone have amidst the houses of steel 

and glass in a modern society?


